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Why Guidelines?

To ensure that treatment is evidence based.

Guidelines are developed by experts based on 

clinical studies.

To make treatment consistent between different 

physicians.

To make it possible to detect and compare side-

effects.

To be able to compare new to old treatments 

and to change treatment in a consistent way.



What don’t guidelines do?

Typically guidelines DO NOT require that 

everyone be treated the same.

Do not restrict reasonable options.

Do not prevent a different treatment in special 

circumstances.



Guidelines must be updated frequently

To be relevant there must be a process for the 

guidelines to be frequently updated.



What is the NCCN?

 The National Comprehensive Cancer Network® (NCCN®), is a not-

for-profit alliance of 27 leading cancer centers devoted to patient 

care, research, and education, is dedicated to improving the 

quality, effectiveness, and efficiency of cancer care so that 

patients can live better lives. Through the leadership and expertise 

of clinical professionals at NCCN Member Institutions, NCCN 

develops resources that present valuable information to the 

numerous stakeholders in the health care delivery system. As the 

arbiter of high-quality cancer care, NCCN promotes the 

importance of continuous quality improvement and recognizes the 

significance of creating clinical practice guidelines appropriate for 

use by patients, clinicians, and other health care decision-makers.

https://www.nccn.org/members/network.aspx
https://www.nccn.org/members/network.aspx


The NCCN

From its website

 An alliance of leading cancer centers devoted to patient care, research, and 

education

 Why We Exist (Our Mission)

 To improve the quality, effectiveness, and efficiency of cancer care so that 

patients can live better lives

 Our Vision

 To be the world’s leader in defining and advancing high-quality, high-value 

cancer care

 Our Core Values

 The NCCN Core Values represent the principles that we, the NCCN team, strive 

to embrace. As representatives of leading cancer centers, we believe that by 

exemplifying these ideals within our organization, we can improve the quality, 

effectiveness, and efficiency of cancer care so that patients can live better lives.



The Member Institutions



NCCN Categories of Evidence and 

Consensus

 Category 1: Based upon high-level evidence, there is uniform 

NCCN consensus that the intervention is appropriate.

 Category 2A: Based upon lower-level evidence, there is 

uniform NCCN consensus that the intervention is appropriate.

 Category 2B: Based upon lower-level evidence, there is 

NCCN consensus that the intervention is appropriate.

 Category 3: Based upon any level of evidence, there is major 

NCCN disagreement that the intervention is appropriate.

 All recommendations are category 2A unless otherwise noted.
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Life Expectancy from the SSA website

 https://www.ssa.gov/OACT/STATS/table4c6.html



























Other sites

Similarly to what we have seen, NCCN 

Guidelines are available for other situations and 

disease sites.


